
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although sadly we cannot meet to worship together, our life as a Christian 

Community and our mission of sharing Christ’s love through prayer, worship 

and service continues. Through God’s Grace and our faithfulness and trust in 

the Lord, I believe our ministry will flourish in new ways. John 

First Reading: Romans 8.6-11  
6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the 
Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always 
hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those 
who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God. 

9 But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the 
Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who 
do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) 10 And 
Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin, the 
Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. 11 The Spirit 
of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same 
Spirit living within you. 

 

The Collect 

Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries 
of his passion, that we may 
know eternal peace through the 
shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Gospel: John 11.1-45    
11 A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary 
and Martha. 2 This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the 
Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair.  Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. 3 So 
the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is 
very sick.” 

4 But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in 
death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive 
glory from this.” 5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he 
stayed where he was for the next two days. 7 Finally, he said to his 
disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 

8 But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the 
people in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?” 

9 Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day 
people can walk safely. They can see because they have the light of this 
world. 10 But at night there is danger of stumbling because they have no 
light.” 11 Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go 
and wake him up.” 

12 The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get better!” 13 They 
thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had 
died. 

14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And for your sakes, I’m glad I 
wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.” 

16 Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and 
die with Jesus.” 

17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in 
his grave for four days. 18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road from 
Jerusalem, 19 and many of the people had come to console Martha and Mary in 
their loss. 20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet 
him. But Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 



  
24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.” 

25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Anyone who believes in 
me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me 
will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.” 28 Then she 
returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and told her, “The 
Teacher is here and wants to see you.” 29 So Mary immediately went to him. 

30 Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met 
him. 31 When the people who were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave 
so hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they 
followed her there. 32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and 
said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a 
deep anger welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled. 34 “Where have 
you put him?” he asked them. 

They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Then Jesus wept. 36 The people who 
were standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some said, 
“This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled 
across its entrance. 39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. 

But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has been dead for four 
days. The smell will be terrible.” 

40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you 
believe?” 41 So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. 42 You always hear me, but I said it out 
loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you 
sent me.” 43 Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 And the dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a 
headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!” 

45 Many of the people who were with Mary believed in Jesus when they saw 
this happen. 



  

Reflection for the week 
John’s account of Jesus’ raising of Lazarus, so familiar to many of us for years, 

seems to me to speak into our current national and local trauma in new ways. 

The themes include trauma, confusion, death and grief but also resurrection 

and hope. 

 

Lazarus, and his sisters Mary and Martha were dear friends of Jesus. He became 

very ill – you can imagine the fear in the household in days in which there were 

no antibiotics and only rudimentary medicines. Mary and Martha, fearful and 

worried, sent a message to Jesus telling them about their brother. They would 

have expected him to come rushing to help. 

 

Jesus, however, stayed where he was for two days before he went back to 

Judea, although he loved Lazarus and his sisters.  He knew that through this 

God’s power and glory would be revealed, but neither the disciples, Mary nor 

Martha could understand this. For them Jesus’ lack of action seemed negligent. 

Lazarus died – why hadn’t Jesus acted? Mary was so upset she stayed in the 

house when Jesus eventually turned up. And still, today, suffering people are 

asking, “Where is God in this?” 

 

Jesus, when he saw Mary’s distress at the death of her brother and heard the 

wailing of the crowd, was filled with compassion – and he wept. Jesus shared 

in their suffering – and he cares for all those who are suffering and bereaved in 

our trauma stricken world today. 

 

Jesus then, having shown his humanity, revealed God’s glory and power. 

Having prayed to God the Father, he thanked God for hearing him and 

commanded Lazarus to come out of the tomb. We are told that, as Lazarus 

emerged, many came to believe in Jesus. 

 

This amazing event, however, was not as great as the events which occurred a 

short while later; the events we commemorate during Holy Week and then 

celebrate at Easter.  Jesus, through his suffering, death and resurrection, has 

destroyed the final power of death forever. 

 



  
Although people still suffer and we all (including Lazarus) eventually die, the 

words of verse 25 promise hope even within suffering and death: “I am the 

resurrection and the life.  Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying.” 

 

At this time of great suffering and widespread death, we can trust that God is 

with us and when we turn to him, He can give us peace as we journey through 

suffering. We are also promised that death, though real, is not final. We are 

promised that those who believe in Jesus will know God’s loving presence in a 

new, greater way when we die, for our souls will live on for eternity with God 

in Heaven. 

Prayer Requests  
It is important that we pray for all those who seek our support, especially at 
this time. Please let Michael know of anyone who particularly needs our 
prayers. Do ensure that you have their permission.  
This week we pray for…  

Alex Castle 
Andree Cradock 
Ann 
Baby Christian 
& Family 
Barbara Tucker 
Barry & Brian 
 

Celia Jackson 
Colin Jackson 
David Tucker 
Doreen  
Doris Mitchell 
Ewa (Eva) 
Havza Sawyer 

James Vincent 
Judith Phillips 
Kim Balecke 
Mark O’Byrne 
Mike Aldridge 
Peter & Rosa 
Light 

Pauline Burbage  
Phyl Brown  
Rita & Emelia 
Rob Dewsbury 
Shin Miyagawa 
Susie Goold 
Winnie Morris 

Please also pray for all those grieving at this time and in particular this week 

the family and friends of Clarence Farr. 

We also remember all those who are suffering from the effects of Coronavirus 

in any way and NHS and other workers helping us cope with the crisis. 

St Michael’s and St George’s Churches are now closed  
With great sadness we regret that all our Churches are closed until 
further notice. However, the ministry of our Churches continues but in 
different ways. Please see our website www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk 
for details of our worship and prayer resources for all ages and for a 
link to our Sunday online service. 
 



  

All who live and work in Hilperton, Staverton, Semington and Whaddon 
villages are in our prayers daily. 

 

Storehouse Update 
Trowbridge Storehouse is still open and still very much in need of supplies.  For 

those of you who are able to go out, for the purposes permitted, you can drop 

off items in the boxes near the checkouts at most supermarkets or drop them 

off into the boxes that are now in the porches of St Michael’s and St Mary 

Magdalen’s or drop them off at Storehouse in Union Street on Tuesday, 

Thursday or Friday mornings between 1000 & 1230.   Please only do this if you 

feel safe to do so and within the Government’s guidelines. Donations for the 

Foodbank in Melksham can be dropped off in the designated trolleys at the 

town’s supermarkets if you going that way. 

Our website: www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk 
The Benefice website contains information about how the Churches are 

operating during the Coronavirus crisis, including links to resources for prayer 

and worship. If you do not have access to the internet, please contact Michael 

Gamble if you would like a copy of prayer resources. 

Support 
If you need support or are aware of others who may need support, please 

contact one of our Churchwardens, John, Joy or Michael. Similarly let us know 

if you are able to offer shopping or other help – and thank you to those who 

have already offered this. 

Hilperton and Staverton Village News 
Unfortunately it has not been possible to get the April edition of the Village 

News printed and distributed but you can read it online via the Benefice 

Website https://canalsidebenefice.org.uk/whats-on/page3/ 

BENEFICE CONTACTS: 
Rector: Rev John Rees 01225 764365 canalsiderector@gmail.com 

Curate: Rev Joy Albone 07931638524 canalsidecurate@gmail.com 

Office: Michael Gamble 07795400262 canalsideoffice@gmail.com 


